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Friends recreate memories for their families

ometimes things fall
right into place and you
think, "This iz how life
shoald be.”

That happened recently at
the sale of the Saltaire Cottage
Court, asl-vear-old motel
located on the
west side of
Virginia Dare
Trail in Kilty
Hawk.

If the Sal-
taire  followed
the normal
plight of aging
motels on the
Quter Banks,
the new own-
ers would have
razed it and replaced it with
towering beach houses. But
the Saltaire isn't like other
motels and the new owners
aren't your typical investors,

They are Jay McCarty, 46, a
freclance audio technicsman for
network television, and David
Simpson, 50, owner of & scrap
metal fabrication business and
a heating and air conditioning
company. They live in Morth-
ern Virgmia with their fami-
lies and, as neighbors, have
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The Saltalre Cottage Court, a'51-yoarold motel on the west side of
Virginia Dare Trail in Kty Hawk, Is belng restored.

forged a tight friendship.

Simpson gréw up in a small
Virginia town in Fairfax Coun-
ty, spending his summers as
a youth swimming in nearby
creeks and ponds. When he
entered his teen years, he thok
his first plunge into the Atlan-
tic Ocean while vacarioning in
Ocean City, Md,

By age 7, McCarty was al-
ready swimming in the Atlan-
tic off the shores of the Outer
Banks.

Their childhood memories
were sealed _H.. seawater,

&0 11 wasn't surprising that,
when thevy marred and had
children, they traveled to the
Outer Banks annually in the
hopes of recreating their sum-
mer memaries for their own
children,

On one of these vacations
thres years ago, the two men
were biking down Third Street
in Kill Devil Hills when they
pedaled into the parking lot
of Windswept Properties.
There, they met owner John
Thompson.

“We ﬂauw.m& and John said,
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“Why don't you come on in for
water?” We'd heen riding for
an hour and were all sweaty,
so that was music Lo my ears,”
recalled McCarty.

As a result of this chance
meeting, they asked Thomp-
son to e-mail them informa-
tion on investment properties
that they might be interested
in buyinz. When the Saltaire
came on the market, McCarty
pot an e-mail immediately,

“One of the higgest jobs 1
pat is matching buyers and
sellers. A property such ag
the Saltaire requires the right
kind of owner and they were a
perfect fiL" Thampson said.

After reading the listing
information, McCarty was
captivated. e telephoned
Tharmpson.

“The mare John talked, the
more intrigued [ was. It kept
bouncing around in my head
and that led to my tallang (o
Drave and the whole thing ust
went from there” MeCarty
said.

The two men researched
and toured the property. They
ran the numbers and submit-
ted a contract. On June 1, the
MeCarty and Simpzon fami-

lics bought the Saltaire for
511 million From Warren and
Tes Judge/Southern Inns Inc.

But this was as much of an
emational buy as it was a prac-
tical one.

“T think of myself as a cold,
caleulating  businessman and
I'm not & romanhic person,
bt when Jay showed me the
saltaire, it tugged at my heart
strings. An old mote! like that
1= the beach 1o me. 105 like the
places T used to stay al when
1 was young. 1 told Jay, ‘This
is noi fair. One of those big
beach boxes  wouldn't  have
that affect on me," Simpson
sand.

Huilt in 1955, the Saltaire
Cattage Court was a summer
vacation home for the Stokes
family. It wax gradually en-
larged and today  includes
cight twa-bedroom units with
kitchens and living rooms; twa
three-bedroom cottages; and a
large outdoor swimming pool.

“The BSaltaire has been
maintained by choice. While
it's mot the grandiose New
Age beach property, the in-
side is wvery lovely with "new
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furniture, carpering and appli-
ances. You can walk out on the
big, lomg porch and feel like
vou're stepping back in tme.
There's lots and lots of folks
that like that feel of nostal-
pia,” said Will Shields, general
manager of Seaside Vacatons,
the property management
compeny  handling Salteire's
reservarions,

Becausze of its unpreten-
tious ambiance, Saltaire has
managed Lo scquire a faithful
following despite having the
ownership change five times
from 1986 10 2001,

Martha Huber and her
family have been coming to
the Saltaire for 31 years, be-
ginning when Sam and “Seal”
Stokes were the owners, They
only missed the sommer of
2003 when the motel couldn't
accommadate them and they
had to “rent a big house down
the beach,” Huber said,

Even with all its amenities,
they didn't like that nearly as
mch.

“That's not what we go there
for. We go for the ocean and
to gel together as a family,”
Huber said, “Our kids were
small when we started going
and now their kids look for-
ward to it

The anticipation is so high
cach wvear that Huber bepgins
mailing vacation-countdown
postcards 1o her family in
January.

This vear, about 20 family
members will congregate at
the Saltaire for a week ending
Aug. 5 Huber said they like its
central lpcation and that the
children can walk next door ta
“Winkies™ or across the streer
10 the beach.

"“There's so many things

about it we like. Saltaire is just
very, very nice. We've made
so many good friends over the
years.” she szid.

Generally, the same people
vacation there the same week
vear after year, so guests get
acquainted while swimming
in the poal, grilling in the
courtyard or relaxing in front-
porch rockers.

“You meet people here and
build relationships. When vou
go rent a big beach house,
odds are yvou don't meet vour
neighbors,” McCarty said

For 19 years, the Burbrink
family has claimed the last
week of July for their Sal-
taire  vacation. This summer,
28 family members arrived,
including patriaach Jim Bur
brink {known as Grandpa B):
his grown children, Paul Bur-
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brink, Tom Burbrink, Phyllis

Veillon, Susan Adams and
Jean Harris; spouses, grand-
children, great-grandchildren

and special friends.

The Burbrinks say the 3al-
taire encourages conversation
because of its this-is-how-life-
used-to-be atmosphere. They
repeatedly chogse it over more
modern accommodations  for
several reasons.

*Lacation, location,
tion,” Jean Harris said.

*Family atrosphere,” Susan
Adams added.

“It's like a throw-back in
time, 1 can remember when
there was no phone here and
we had to po next doar o
Winks to use the pay phone”
said Phvllis Veillon.

“We can be together but not
too much together, if you know

loca-
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what [ mean,” Paul Burbrink
said.

And, while they admit to
missing the bumper cars and
the pink elephant miniature
golf course that were ohce
part of the nearby landscape,
they don't miss all the elec-
tronics, game rooms and home
theaters found in the new
besch houses.

But then, why should they
when they have Uncle Paul’s
Clipboard of Fun?

Uncle Paul (Burbrinkl or-
ganizes the weck's festivitics
around a theme and fills the
clipbonard with suggested ac-
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tivities — Merd Olymmpics, sand
sculpting, Grandpa B's fishing
tournament, - frontlawn  line
dancing and the traditional
green-eggs-ond-ham  break-
fast,

The Burbrinks. Hubers and
other regulars don’t nzed to
worry about the good tmes
ending with the sale of the
saltaire, There are no plans
to destroy the place - only
improve il.

"Wy dream is that the chil-
dren of the children who go
there today will be enjoving
the Saltaire in 20 vears,'” Me-
Cartv said,

Mile Post 2 -158 Bypass
Kitty Hawk, NC.

Curious about owning
your own baach cottage?

Meed informalion on ANY
home listed lor sale?

Mol sure where fo start?




